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Jack, Mother, dog, tea, home, shop, toy," which later come
into the early reading books.
In both word whole and sentence methods the names
of the letters are learnt through a sensibly related writing-
reading-programme.
Parallel with the first attempts at reading from cards
or a book there is a certain amount of word matching,
making sentences from sets of cardboard words, and sentence
matching. This together with work-book exercises makes
the approach to the printed sentences in the books a much
easier matter. Where new words per page are controlled,
and hence where repetition is adequate, it is possible for
pupils to see printed on the blackboard the new words in
the aext page or pages they have to read. Moreover, they
can, if necessary, write the new words before attempting
the next page in the reading book. This may not be
necessary for many pupils, but is a great aid to the less able
readers. Finally, most teachers of the sentence method
allow for some phonic training when a usable vocabulary
has been mastered through the combined effect of meaning
and visual impression.
SUMMARY
The three methods of teaching reading are the phonic,
the word whole (" look and say") and the sentence
methods.
The Phonic Method starts with letters and sounds which
are used to form regular words and then sentences of a
somewhat unreal, artificial form.
The Whole Word Method starts with meaningful words
which are assimilated through pictures and actions and are
soon used in sentences.
The Sentence Method is the complete opposite of the
phonic method, for it starts with the large unit, the sentence,
from which develops a study of the words of which it is
composed, and finally, much later, a study of some of the